BOWLING FOR ALL!

It has been noticed that some “bowlers” whilst devouring the rules of the game have not been sufficiently educated in the etiquette of the game that we all hold dear.
It is very easy to quote all the rule books telling us about the technicalities of the sport but only through experience and listening (and hopefully) learning from those who have that type of experience will the game be played in the proper fashion.

Everyone must remember that rules, at the end of the day, are guidelines and not everything or every incident can be catered for. So, in those instances, common sense, fair play, good sportsmanship and a sense of the etiquette of the game should prevail.

Therefore, it would make sense, if bowlers new to the game listen to sage advice from those more au fait with the manner in which the sport is played rather than cling to the mechanics of the rules book and be forever quoting it 
Laid out below are some examples of the differences between playing by the rules and playing the game in a sportsmanlike fashion.

A few incidents witnessed recently have prompted this piece and those will be tackled first.

· Practice Play: On the day of playing in a club or outside competition a player should not practice on the green. Only in the circumstance where he/she must play twice should this be done and the opposition in the 2nd match must be immediately informed on arrival of this occurrence. Yes, it’s NOT in the rules but the rule of fair play should prevail. As a by the way, in the rules, it does state that your opponent has the right to also practice on the green if you have already done so as long as it does not unduly delay the start of the match!
· The Marker: In a singles match the marker is there to assist the players by answering any questions asked and ONLY the question asked at the time. He/she should not proffer any unsolicited advice and should at all times be seen to be impartial. In addition, they should take cognisance of other matches on adjacent rinks and not interfere with them in any manner. For example, kicking a short jack back down the green into another rink is both thoughtless and a disservice to players on both rinks!
A marker has the authority and duty to question the minimum jack length without recourse to the players, ensure that the mat and the jack are straightened and after that it is up to them!
In addition it is NOT up to the players to decide as to whether a jack is up or not in a singles game. They may question it but the marker will decide by measuring if necessary.
· Moving at the Head or at the Mat: Some bowlers engage in a lot of avid discussion of the shot just played or the next possible one whilst their opponent is on the mat. Respect should be given to the opposition at all times and any discussion of that sort can wait until after the opponent(s) have played their shot!
At the mat end, do NOT start moving, picking up, polishing or selecting your next bowl, engage in discussion with buddies on the edge of the green or anything else for that matter that may put off your opponent. YOU would not appreciate it so assume that they don’t either!

· Control of the Head: This seems to be a great unknown particularly at Junior level but can be seen at all levels.
So simply put – in Singles, Pairs, Triples or Rinks, once your bowl has come to rest, control of the head now lies with the opposing player(s). Therefore, do NOT jump in to see who is lying shot, what has happened, comment in any way, etc. Do NOT command the “centre line” by positioning yourself directly behind the jack when your opponents have control of the head. You have all the time in the world after the opposition have bowled themselves to analyse, curse quietly, pray etc.
· Calling in Bowls: This seems to be becoming more prevalent and is both ignorant and disrespectful! At no time should players be audibly commenting on opposing bowls. Comments such as wick it, hit it, miss it, push our bowl, etc. may be thought but most certainly should NOT be heard

· Applause for Flukes: This is one where common sense has to come into play. Really, if you loudly applaud an almighty wick that ends up with a result and it is, in everyone’s mind, a total fluke what DO you sound like? Any word or words that don’t bring to mind sporting might best describe it. Think about it

· The Giving or Taking of Shots: DO NOT TRY THIS AT HOME or at Senior Level! When the head has been declared it is up to the opponent to concede the shot(s) if you are lying. You DO NOT take them by kicking out your own bowls and declaring 1 shot, 2 shots etc. Not only is it bad manners but you may be forced to concede shots for deliberately interfering with the head. In addition, do not interfere with the head whilst deciding the shots without the consent of the opposition e.g. 2 shots to you? Yes, agreed. Then and only then can you declare the end completed and kick in the head. BE WARNED!

· Ambling or Strolling up the rink: It is a “no-no” to start this antic. Always ensure that you are behind the mat or at the very least arriving at the head at the same time that your bowl is. Remember, that the opponent has control as soon as your bowl comes to rest and if you are anywhere in between the mat and the head this is adjudged to be interference. I have seen some players having to avoid an Exocet missile launched at them for doing this and they deserved it!

· Spectators: Whilst spectating, at all times, take note of the fact that not all bowlers are deaf! Therefore, loud conversation from the side of the green should be avoided. In particular, comments on bowls such as too tight, too heavy, playing the wrong shot, hand, etc. should not reach the ears of the players. Players, in competitive matches do not appreciate running commentaries!
In addition, avoid walking behind rinks where matches are in play. Ensure that no-one is on the mat preparing to bowl before making your move!
· Winning and Losing: Remember, one day you may be the pigeon and another day the statue! The next time it could be you on the end of the beating! Be gracious in victory and magnanimous in defeat.
